
The Message . . .  
January 2012 

Pastoral Ponderings:  There is always a light on! 
ñArise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.ò (Isaiah 60:1) 

 

I remember as a child spending the weekends at my grandparentôs home and my grandmother would   

always send us off to bed, crack the bedroom door and then turn the night light on in the bathroom across 

the hall.  That light shined brightly every night I stayed there.  It was as if that small light calmed any 

fears I had and made me feel like I always had a place there. 

 

Not too long ago, I was back at my grandmotherôs home and spent the night.  She kissed me good night 

and then as I lay in bed, I looked and there it was.  The night light was on in the bathroom!  There is   

always a light on!  Always a light shining showing me the way and reminding me I am safe and I have a 

place. 

 

In this New Year, we begin new tasks, new events, new resolutions, and new hopes.  We will find      

ourselves at the heartbeat of great joy and yet simultaneously panting to keep up the pace.  We will   

question our choices and yet wonder the motives of another.  We begin this new calendar year in the 

church, planted in the midst of Epiphany. 

 

Epiphany is the season that reminds us, ñThere is always a light on!ò  Epiphany celebrates God's         

revealing or manifesting of Jesus' identity as true God, Messiah, and Savior of the world. It not only 

commemorates the fact that Jesus appeared to save us, but that God revealed the identity of Jesus to the 

world. 

 

Epiphany reminds us that God continually manifests Godôs self to us each and every day.  In the dark 

places of our world and the shadows of despair; there God is and there we are called to go.  ñArise, shine; 

for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.ò  We are called to arise, to go, and 

to bring the light of Christ to the dark places and into the shadows of peopleôs lives. 

 

Where are those places that need the light of Christ to shine in your life?  Where can you bring that light 

to shine?  As a church, may we covenant in 2012 to become brighter beacons of the light of Christ in our 

work places, in our homes, with our partners, to the stranger. 

 

The world needs a continual reminder that there is always a light on and there is always a place for 

ñthoseò people outside the church to be welcomed in the church. Remember to always let your light so 

shine before others, that they may see your good works and give glory to your father in heaven. 

 

Happy New Year! 
 

Pastor Kevin 
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"Keep It Simple" AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) group meets in the 

 Dahlinger fellowship hall on Saturday mornings (open meeting) 

from approximately 9:45 a.m. - 11: 15 a.m. and Wednesday evenings  

(closed meeting) from approximately 7:45 p.m.  - 9:15 p.m.  

Sunday  January 1  9:30 am  Worship 

         NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Wednesday   January 4  7:00 pm  Faith Weavers Worship 

Sunday  January 8  9:30 am  Worship    

      10:30 am  Sunday School  

Tuesday  January 10  1ñ3:00 pm  Quilters 

      7:00 pm  Theology Uncorked at Rumbaõs 

Wednesday  January 11  7:00 pm  Faith Weavers Worship 

Sunday  January 15  9:30 am  Worship    

      10:30 am  Sunday School  

Wednesday  January 18  7:00 pm  Faith Weavers Worship 

Thursday  January 19  TBA   Gourmand Society 

Sunday  January 22  9:30 am  Worship    

      10:30 am  Sunday School  

      11:00 am  New Member/Inquiry Class 

Wednesday  January 25  7:00 pm  Faith Weavers Worship 

Sunday  January 29  9:30 am  Worship    

      10:30 am  Sunday School  

      11:00 am  New Member/Inquiry Class 

      2:15ñ6:45 pm Confirmation Retreat 
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Worship Assistants 

Prayer List 

Members:   

Tsegaye Arku for continued safety as he continues to serve in Afghanistan 

Brett and Christi Sheroky on the passing of Christiôs grandfather  

Carolyn Akland  recovering from surgery 

 

Friends: 

Heather Brouwers recovering at home from car accident 

Linda Kempôf in Wm Medical Center with leukemia 

Dave Cole, hospitalized for back problems 

Anna Hayes Poke, friend of Ron Hansen, for healing 

Bonita Davis, whose family continues to struggle with health and financial issues 

Jerry Frantz , esophageal cancer metastasized to liver 

Marcellus Brooks 

January 1, 2012 

Assisting Minister: Cathy Crimi 

Lay Reader: Julie Foss 

Communion Assistant: Marty Kaufman 

Ushers: Carol Miller and ST White 

Tellers: Dennis Christian and Charlene Cullen 

January 8, 2012 

Assisting Minister: Bill Gable 

Lay Reader:  Marty Kaufman 

Communion Assistant: Marcus Mendenhall 

Ushers: Bob Poole and Dennis Christian 

Tellers: Mike Cottingham and Tom Cullen 

January 15, 2012 

Assisting Minister: Marcus Mendenhall 

Lay Reader: Ann Bishop 

Communion Assistant: Cheryl Mendenhall 

Ushers: Julie Foss and ST White 

Tellers: Cheryl Steffeck and Russ Anderson 

January 22, 2012 

Assisting Minister: Ginny Gable 

Lay Reader: Kathy Poole 

Communion Assistant: Debbie Robert 

Ushers: Russ Anderson and Dennis Christian 

Tellers: Bob Poole and Lindsay Bishop 

January 29, 2012 

Assisting Minister: Cheryl Mendenhall 

Lay Reader: Carol Miller 

Communion Assistant: Cathy Crimi 

Ushers: Bob Poole and ST White 

Tellers: Dennis Christian and Charlene Cullen 
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Theology Uncorked for January 2012 
January 10, 2012 7pm  

@ Rumbaõs  

3009 West End Avenue, Nashville, TN 37203 

Our January Theology Uncorked will meet at Rumba on West End Avenue 

and the topic is "The Church and Politics: What role should the church play 

in politics and what role should politics play in church?" Please invite friends 

to join us for a lively and spirited conversation around your favorite spirits. 

Steward of Distinction 

Martin Kresge, longtime member of Holy Trinity (pictured far left), 

was honored on December 5th by the Nashville Council on Aging.  

Martin received the Elizabeth Jacobs Distinguished Service Award, 

receiving this award for his many years of service, help, and         

advocacy on behalf of the Council on Aging.  In the sage words of 

Martin, ñYou donôt get old, things just begin to not work.ò   

 

Thank you Martin for being a steward! 

January Celebrations 
 

Birthdays 
January 4                 Julie Foss     

   Cindy Mason 

January 8                Anders Folger 

January 13        Carol Dronberger 

January 14                 Shana Jones 

January 15        Kate Cottingham 

January 16  Cheryl Mendenhall 

January 18                Cheryl Steffek 

January 20              Tom Mullins 

January 25      Ron Hansen 

January 30            Mac Kennedy 

January 31  Marcus Mendenhall 

  

Anniversaries 
January 24  Mike & Carol Cottingham 

January 31  Dennis & Martha Christian 
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Faith Weavers  

Wednesday Worship 7pm  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  
 
 
 
 

Come renew, refresh, and recharge from the tapestry of life!  

January 11 th , 18th , and 25 th   

 

Living in the Light of Justice!  

 

 

 

òBut let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-

flowing stream.ó (Amos 5:24) 
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2012 Envelopes 
You may have noticed your Offering Envelopes for 2011 is about at its end. 

 You will find your new 2012 Offering Envelopes on the low wall in the       

entrance hall.  Please pick up your new envelopes at your earliest convenience.  

Thank you. 

New Member Class 
Join Pastor Kevin for New Member/Inquires Classes on Sundays January 22nd and 29th at 11am 

in his office.  If you choose to join Holy Trinity, we will receive you as new members on Sunday, 

February 12th at 9:30am with a reception following. 

Scandinavian Almond Cakes  

Most of you are familiar with the Scandinavian Almond Cakes that Gloria 

Kleve makes every year for our Scandinavian Julfest Smorgasbord.  Many 

people have encouraged her to start baking them to sell. It is a cherished     

family recipe.  If anyone is interested in having her bake a cake or two for a 

special occasion please call Gloria Kleve at 383-4765 & sheôll make            

arrangements to get them to you. 

Quilters 

The Quilters will meet on January 10th from 1 p.m. till 3 p.m. All are welcome.  We will 

help you if you need it.  Contact Ginny Gable at 646-2550, if you have questions. 

Do you like to eat?  

Of course you do!  

A reminder that the Gourmand Society meets the third Thursday of every month, 

checking out local restaurants and having the opportunity for fellowship and a chance 

to relax.  Look for e-mails regarding the eatery of the month, or contact Carol Cottingham at 

cotting54@bellsouth.net if you do not get e-mails.  Hope to see you there! 

mailto:cotting54@bellsouth.net
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Have you searched for a place to call home? 

Have you looked for a community to share your gifts and grow in faith? 

Have you yearned for a large extended family that will support you, uplift you, walk with you, 

and help you grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ? 

Then we welcome you home to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.  

We welcome you to come home and worship with us, dine with us, fellowship with us, grow in 

Christian love toward one another with us. 

Have you considered becoming part of a family of faith?  

First off, what does it mean to be a ñmemberò of a church?  

Many of us are members of Country Clubs, PTAôs, Rotary, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Homeowners 

Association, etc.  

But what does it mean to be a church member? All baptized Christians are, of course, members of 

the Body of Christ, of the one holy, catholic, and apostolic churchðwhether they ñdoò anything 

about it or not.  The ñdoing,ò can be signing on to a local congregation, thus becoming a member of 

it. In the Lutheran Church, one can become a member of the church through their baptism at that par-

ticular church, by letter of transfer from another Lutheran congregation, or by Affirmation of faith 

from another denomination. But being a church member does not bring with it the same lifestyle and 

responsibilities that may come from being a member of Boy Scouts, PTA, Rotary, Girl Scouts, 

YMCA, Country Club, or others.  The church does not exist so that it may be one more social soror-

ity or fraternity for people.  Instead, being a church member implies a relationship that does not hinge 

on what you wear, how much money you have, your race or sex.  Instead, it brings the promise of 

eternal relations with God in Christ.  This relationship is nurtured by and with the fellowship of be-

lievers, the communion of saints, the word proclaimed, the sacraments administered, and prayers 

said.  

 

 Come and learn more about Holy Trinity and what it means to be a member of 

this family of faith!    

Join Pastor Kevin for New Member/Inquires Classes on Sundayôs January 22nd 

and 29th at 11am in his office.  If you choose to join Holy Trinity, we will receive 

you as new members on Sunday, February 12th at 9:30am with a reception    

following. 
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Special thanks to  . . . .  

David Dorn  for sharing his gift of music;        

Barbara Crooke  for coordinating and altering 

costumes; Kathy Poole  and Cheryl 

Mendenhall  for letting us use the Sunday School 

time to practice and helping with rehearsal; Leslie 

Dahl  for being the ñhead shepherdò and getting the 

kids in the right place at the right time; Dale 

Gustafson (Matthew and Gracieôs grandpa) for 

building the manger; Debbie Robert  for all her 

help spreading the word about todayôs program; 

and our wonderful Holy T parents  for bringing 

your kids to practice and helping them learn songs 

and line.   Thank you Ivey, Helou, Depalo/

Sarola, Jones, Dahl, Bishop, Hasfjord and 

Kaufman families!  We couldnôt have done it 

without YOU!   

If you build it, HE will come! 
We are thankful for the children and youth and Holy T for sharing the story of our Saviorõs birth! 
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If you build it, HE will come! 
A look back at the 2011 Christmas program . . . . 
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January All Kids Sunday School 
Kids in grades PreK-6 gather around the piano after worship to resume our hands-on exploration of 

Moses and the Exodus with FROGS, FLIES & Other Yucky Stuff  

 

January 8 Cooking Fun X 10 

Assemble a ten-part snack and celebrate how God sets us free. 

 

January 15  Pyramid Video Party 

Watch a clip from Prince of Egypt  about a very stubborn Pharaoh. 

 

January 22 Frogs & Bugs 

Make some creepy, hoppy crafts and hear how God never gives up on us. 

 

 

January 29 Science Fun: Power Play 

Show your power ð It may be greater than you think. 

Faith Formation News 

Adult Sunday Forum 
Join us in the fellowship hall for the conclusion of Out of the Waters, a timely study of our Biblical  

migration history. Contact Cathy Crimi for more information. 

 

 

Youth Activities 
Save your pennies (and nickels, quarters and dimes)! On Sunday, February 5, 

the confirmation youth will collect change and canned goods for Souperbowl of Car-

ing, an annual nation-wide grassroots effort to combat hunger in local communities. 

 

 

 

The next Faith Formation Team meeting will be Sunday, January 8  

at 11:45 a.m. 
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Wild Women Saturday 
You are invited to participate in Wild Women Saturday at Christ Lutheran Church, Nashville 

Saturday, January 14th, 8 amð7 pm 

  

This Saturday is a compact version of Lutheridge's 2011 Wild Women's weekend.  It is an opportunity 

for adult women of all ages and life situations to gain strength and vision for the new year.  Healing will 

be our theme as we meet the women healed by Jesus and claim the gift of healing in our lives and min-

istries.  This Saturday is for any woman who: 

¶ desires a biblical understanding of healing  

¶ was not able to attend a 2011 weekend or 

¶ would like a refresher course before Lutheridge's 2012's Wild Women's Week on Resurrection 

which is a continuation of the 2011 theme of healing.  
 

The cost is $25 per person which includes all materials, lunch and dinner.   Space is limited.  Registra-

tion closes Tuesday, January 10.  All registration fees must be received before 5:00 p.m. January 10th.   

 

Click HERE to register! 

òCreate in Meó at Lutheridge 

April 12-15, 2012 (Thursday-Sunday) 

Come and Explore! 

Stained glass, clay, icons, origami, woodworking, yoga, watercolor, heal-

ing touch, blogging, paper-making, bee-keeping... and more!   

Catch a vision of God's creative energy moving in miraculous ways! 

Enter a wonderful exchange of ideas encouraging creativity as central 

to the life of faith!  

Come to be inspired, encouraged, and re-created! Enjoy whole group 

presentations and Bible study. Participate in creative worship and enriching fellowship. Workshops and 

drop-in stations offer hands-on opportunities to explore different media in a safe place where you cannot 

fail. Process over product is stressed - everyone is a beginner at something! Meet others striving to give 

God's creativity larger space in their lives. Those who think they are NOT creative are especially encour-

aged to attend!  

Bible Study Leader:   Bishop Julian Gordy, Southeastern Synod, ELCA 

Worship Leader and Storyteller:  Pastor Mary Canniff-Kuhn, Lutheridge Program Director 

FREE Create-in-Me T-Shirt for those who register by March 19!  

http://www.llmi.net/leap/Createinme.aspx 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=5ssakidab&oeidk=a07e5frho0f36ffaa1f

