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Pastoral Ponderings 
During the month of February we hear a lot about love, at least from a Hallmark perspective with the commercializa-
tion of Valentineôs Day.  But in some ways I find it fitting that during a month in which there is so much emphasis 

placed on love that we find ourselves in the church with ashes on our foreheads. 

 

On February 22nd, we will gather as a community in Christ around the Holy Meal of bread and wine and confess our 
sins, known and unknown.  We will receive a visible symbol of our own mortality with the ashen cross, as we hear 

these ancient words spoken, ñRemember, O mortal, that you are dust; and to dust you shall returnò (Gen. 3:19). 

 
Ash Wednesday is intended to be a bold confrontation with death.  This to many in our world is a painful dose of 

reality; for we live in a culture that wishes to ignore death and dress it up, trying to conceal that which cannot be 

concealed.  As Laurence Stookey stated: 
ñThis harsh medicine of reality is intended to set in motion a reconsideration of the meaning of life and 

deathðapart from Christ and in Christ.  Ashes, the sign of death, are put on the forehead not in some ran-

dom pattern but in the shape of a cross.  This alters the starkness of the message, which this becomes: You 

will die.  You cannot change that.  But you can die in Christ, whose death transforms your own demise.  
Meanwhile, live in Christ and discover Christôs new life, which conquers death.ò 

 

We hear of the proclamation of Godôs great love for us in life and in death, a proclamation that transcends any Val-
entine card, and is a love that is impossible to fully comprehend or describe.  The prophet Joel reminds us, ñReturn 

to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents 

from punishingò (Joel 2:13).  It is on Ash Wednesday that we not only receive that cross, as a reminder of our own 
mortality, but that cross is traced over the cross that was placed on our foreheads long ago in our Baptism.  In Bap-

tism, we were marked with the sign of the cross and sealed with the promise of the Holy Spirit forever, both in life 

and in death.   

 
Every time we gather for a meal at Godôs holy table, we receive the reality of Godôs great love letter for us, as we 

are strengthened and nourished.  We are reminded as we gather each time at the table that we gather, in the presence 

of our enemies, assuring us that we can pass through the darkest valley without fear and find our place at the great 
resurrection feast in the house of the Lord. 

 

Ash Wednesday is the beginning of a forty day journey, that we call Lent.  Lent begins with a call to fasting and re-

pentance as we begin the journey to the baptismal waters of Easter.  The sign of the ashes reminds us of our frailty 
and mortality.  What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a new beginning, in which we are 

washed in Godôs mercy and forgiveness.  To me, what love is any better than the love God has for each of us?  I 

think none.  I look forward to our journey together from ashen crosses to Easter Alleluias. 
 

May God continue to bless us, so that we may be a blessing to others! 

 
 

The Reverend Kevin L. Strickland, Pastor 
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"Keep It Simple" AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) group meets in the  Dahlinger fellow-

ship hall on Saturday mornings (open meeting) from approximately 9:45 a.m. - 

11: 15 a.m. and Wednesday evenings  (closed meeting) from approximately  

 7:45 p.m.  - 9:15 p.m.  

Wednesday   February 1  7:00 pm  Faith Weavers Worship 

Sunday  February 5  9:30 am  Worship  *Souperbowl of Caring*

      10:30 am  Sunday School  

Wednesday  February 8  7:00 pm  Faith Weavers Worship 

Sunday  February 12  9:30 am  Worship    

      10:30 am  Sunday School  

      12-2:00 pm  Confirmation 

Tuesday  February 14  1-3:00 pm  Quilters 

Wednesday  February 15  7:00 pm  Faith Weavers Worship 

Thursday  February 16  TBA   Gourmand Society 

Sunday  February 19  9:30 am  Worship    

      10:30 am  Sunday School  

Tuesday   February 21  6:00 pm  Shrove Tuesday Dinner 

      7:00 pm  Service for the Burial of the Alleluia 

Wednesday  February 22  7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday  

Friday   February 24  6:30 pm  Adult Bible Study at the Millerõs  

Sunday  February 26  9:30 am  Worship    

      10:30 am  Sunday School  

Tuesday  February 28  7:00 pm  Theology Uncorked at Cabana 

Wednesday  February 29  6:15 pm  Lenten Meal 

      7:00 pm  Lenten Service 
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Worship Assistants 

Prayer List 

We pray for those in Metro and Clay Alabama whose home were devastated and damaged by the recent tornados 

February 5, 2012 

Assisting Minister: Marcus Mendenhall 

Lay Reader: Lindsay Bishop 

Communion Assistant:  

Usher: Julie Foss and Dennis Christian 

Teller: Lindsay Bishop and Russ Anderson 

Fellowship: Cathy Crimi 

February 12, 2012 

Assisting Minister: Bill Gable 

Lay Reader: Bob Poole 

Communion Assistant: Virginia Gable 

Usher: Carol Miller and ST White 

Teller: Bob Poole and Tom Cullen 

Fellowship: Martha Christian 

February 19, 2012 

Assisting Minister: Cathy Crimi 

Lay Reader: Susan Dronberger 

Communion Assistant: Julie Foss 

Usher: Russ Anderson and Dennis Christian 

 Teller: Cheryl Steffek and Mike Cottingham 

Fellowship: Linn Folger 

February 26, 2011 

Assisting Minister: Virginia Gable 

Lay Reader: Cheryl Mendenhall 

Communion Assistant: Marty Kaufman 

Usher: Bob Poole and ST White 

Teller: Charlene Cullen and Dennis Christian 

Fellowship: Ann Bishop 

Members:  

Tsegaye Arku for continued safety as he continues to serve in Afghanistan 

Bret Sheroky, awaiting heart valve replacement  

Marty Kaufman  in the loss of his grandfather (George) 

Stuart Harrison  

Angie Sarola for recuperation from more back surgery 
 

Friends:  

Denice Gable, healing from surgery 

Lucy Krull , 6years old recovering from cancer at St. Judes 

Carolyn Aklandôs parents, Agnes and Len Akland for healing 

Sue Hasse, neighbor of Charlene and Tom Cullen, who is undergoing chemotherapy 

Bonita Davis, whose family continues to struggle with health and financial issues 

Jerry Frantz , esophageal cancer metastasized to liver 

Hinton Austin , husband of Patti Austin (SES WELCA Board) hospitalized last week. 

Mary Crawford  - a childhood neighbor and friend of Cathy Crimi who has been diagnosed with bladder 

cancer. 

Adele Rodgers, Pastor Kevinôs grandmother 

Louise Iconis, the past president of Southeastern synod Women of ELCA, on the passing of her father 

Marcellus Brooks Family 
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Steward of Distinction 
 

Gabrielle Depalo wrote a poem that one second place at the Vanderbilt 

University Martin Luther King, Jr Day of Celebration on Monday, 

January 16, 2012. 

 

Gabrielle read her poem aloud to a crowd of hundreds and shared with 

that beloved community, her dream and the dream that lives on of The 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

Gabrielle is a student at Bellevue Middle and a member of Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church.  We give thanks for Gabrielleôs bold witness to     

justice and living out her baptismal calling in the world. 

I have a dream 

And it seems 

It may come to pass 

I have a dream 

That we will be a team 

And our future will be better than our past 

 

We are us 

And we are strong 

And we know right from wrong 

We are one 

And one day 

All our children will play in the sun 

 

I have a dream for love 

I have a dream for peace 

I have a dream to be 

Whoever we want to be 

 

I have a dream 

In the grand scheme 

Destiny will bring us together 

I have a dream  

In that grand scheme 

We will be bound forever 

 

          

I have a dream  

Itôs on its way 

I have a dream 

It will happen someday 

 

We are all equal 

In each and every way 

There will be a sequel 

My dream will not end today 

 

I have a dream 

Iôm gonna live it through 

I have a dream 

For me and for each one of you 

 

I have a dream for love 

I have a dream for peace 

I have a dream to be 

Whoever we want to be 

By Gabrielle DePalo 

           ñI Have A Dream"     
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Theology Uncorked 
Tuesday, February 28, 2012 

7pm 

 

@Cabana 

1910 Belcourt Avenue 

Nashville, TN 

 

Come and join in lively conversation over your favorite pint, glass of wine, or water.  The February topic 

is: ñThe Church and Human Sexuality: Reviewing the 2009 ELCA Human Sexuality Statement.ò 

 

The statement can be found on the ELCA website at: 

http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/JTF-Human-Sexuality.aspx  

CONFIRMATION MINISTRY 
 

We will meet on Sunday, February 12th from 12-2pm at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church ,  We 

will have lunch and then discuss the first article of the creed: Creation. 

 

Bring your Bibles and Lutheran Handbooks. 

Other important dates for Confirmation Students 
 

5th:   Souper Bowl Sunday Youth to collect money for World Hunger following Worship. 

 

18th -19th:  Room in The Inn Community Service Project and Lock-In @First Lutheran. 

 

26th:   Tour of the Titans Practice Facility 

February Birthdays 
2/12   Aaron Mason 

2/5   Mike Franklin 

2/19   Tsegaye Arku 

2/19   Patty Anderson 

2/21   Gloria Kleve 

2/27   Ken Folger 

2/28   Molly Robert 

Happy Birthday to All!  

http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/JTF-Human-Sexuality.aspx
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Oktoberfest in February?   
 

Mark your calendars for Oktoberfest this year for September 29th. The first  

planning meeting was held on January 26 at City Limits Cafe. It's never too 

early to start planning.  

 

It is eight months away and we are taking it to the next level this year with  

sponsors. It's also time to start asking for donations such as prizes, food, and  

volunteers. Please start thinking about volunteering your time for this great 

event. If you are interested in helping in any way, please contact Russ or Patty 

Anderson at rande11878@aol.com 

Quilters 

The Quilters will meet on February 14th from 1 p.m. till 3 p.m.   We could use 

some extra help!!   Contact Ginny Gable at 646-2550, if you have questions.  All 

are welcome! 

From your Council President 

 

Thank you all for a productive Annual meeting. I would like to again take an opportunity to compliment 

all who worked on the annual reports that were in your folders. What you read was just the tip of the 

iceberg of the activities happening around Holy Trinity. Do you feel the energy?   It abounds at 525 

Sneed Road as we worship.   It sneaks into committee meetings and fellowship times.   It smiles as two 

people greet each other at City Limits or Kroger.   Wonderful. 

 

If you haven't already, take some time to look at our Strategic Plan that was in your folder. This is the 

plan that Holy Trinity developed when we gathered  to envision our future. Celebrate the areas that we 

have already accomplished! And help us continue on the path to grow and spread the Word. The Strate-

gic Plan is a "living" document...that means it will be changing as we travel into the years ahead. Do 

you have ideas? Come and join us as we walk forward....together. 

 

Ann Bishop 

mailto:rande11878@aol.com
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Faith Formation News 

Adult Bible Study 
 

Mark your calendar for Friday, February 24th 6:30 P.M. for the upcoming Adult Bible Study.  Pastor Kevin 

will be leading  the study on Love.  We will be meeting in the home of Bud and Carol Miller, 6015 Temple 

Road in Nashville. 

 

 Please RSVP leomiller@comcast.net or carol.miller@secondharvest.org by calling them at 662-2377 by   

Thursday February 23rd. 

 

All persons attending are asked to a bring a dish to pass as we begin the evening with dinner & fellowship 

February All Kids Sunday School 
Kids in grades PreK-6 gather around the piano after worship to conclude our hands-on exploration of 

Moses and the Exodus with Red Sea Crossing 

 

February 5 Cooking Day: The Dividing of the Cupcakes 

Frost a sweet treat and celebrate how God walks with us through rough waters. 

 

February 12  Racing Wheels 

God leads the way. Bring in your favorite wheeled toy and get ready to roll! 

 

February 19  Science Fun: Parting the Waters 

Learn about surface tension and hear how God brought people to freedom. 

 

February 26 DVD Party: The Greatest Escape 

Watch the exciting conclusion of Prince of Egypt and celebrate God rescuing us. 

 

 

 

Don't forget to bring in canned good and loose 

change on February 5. The confirmation youth will 

be collecting for Souperbowl of Caring, an annual 

nation-wide grassroots event to combat hunger in    

local communities. For more information see   

   souperbowl.org 

mailto:leomiller@comcast.net
mailto:carol.miller@secondharvest.org
http://souperbowl.org
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner and Mardi Gras Party 

Tuesday, February 21st  

6-7pm in the Fellowship Hall 
Shrove comes from the English verb, ñshrive,ò which means to obtain absolution for oneôs sins by con-

fessing and doing penance.  We eat of the ñsweeterò foods as a reminder of the richness, before going 

into Lent. 

 

Suggested free-will offering of $3.00 is asked to off-set the cost of the food!  Invite a friend to join in the 

celebration. 

Service for the Burial of the Alleluia 

Tuesday, February 21st 7pm 
During our pancake dinner the children of our church will be invited to decorate our Alleluia banner.     

Following dinner, we will gather for a brief service to bury the Alleluia and to burn our palms into ashes as 

we prepare not only for Ash Wednesday, but for the Great Forty Days of Lent when our Alleluias are put 

away. 

Ash Wednesday Services  

Of Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes 

 

February 22nd  

Lent at Holy T  
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The forty days of Lent ~ Ash Wednesday through the Vigil of Easter, not including the five Sundays, 

which are always celebrations of the resurrection ~ provide us with a time to prepare our hearts and exam-

ine our lives for the coming drama of the Passion and Resurrection of Christ.  

This Lenten season we reflect on our call in baptism through the lens of the paradox and promise of our 

Christian faith. Our texts focus on what does it mean to be the Son of God:  

* If you are the Messiah, turn these stones to bread?  

* Truly, you are the Son of the living God!  

* God loved the whole world, he sent his Son to save it!  

* Can life come from death?  

How do such contradictory themes come together in our lives of faith and in our witness? 

Come and see!  

Ash Wednesday Services  

Wednesday, February 22, 2012  

   THE 40 DAYS OF LENT AT    

 HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH  

WEDNESDAYS OF LENT  

 

Wednesday Lenten Meal  

6:15 -7pm  

Join us each Wednesday for a simple soup supper meal in our Fellowship Hall!  

 

 

Wednesday Worship  

at 7 pm  

Each Wednesday evening during Lent, our community will gather in our Sanctuary following our mid -

week meal. As we gather each week we will come in contact with various characters that have a story to 

tell. Come and hear stories of Faith. Come and see how Godôs grace will always be there.  
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Gospel Greatness!  

The five Sundays in Lent bring us readings from the Gospelôs of Mark and John that are rich stories of the 

faith. The Worship Ministries Team will be preparing the Sanctuary to intensify our focus on our baptism 

and to help us reflect on these gospel stories. Come hear Godôs abundant love for his children through 

scripture.  

Children Gather Around the Word  

During the Sundays of Lent, we will invite the children of the congregation to come forward after the 

Prayer of the Day. During this time, the pastor will help prepare the children to listen to the scripture les-

sons for the day and help them appreciate other signs and symbols of the season.  

During this season of Lent, we will hear about Godôs love stories and how we are part of the great drama. 

All children are welcome. None should be forced to come forward. Those who are interested but are   

hesitant may certainly be accompanied by a parent, grandparent, or godparent.  

SUNDAYS IN LENT  
9:30am Worship Service  

Did you  notice the bevy of snappily dressed men 

at Holy T on January 22nd?    Word on the street is 

they were going to be extras in a film for Kathy 

and Bob Pooleôs son.  

January Snapshots 
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Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday in Holy Week focus on the events of the last week of Jesus' 

earthly life. Rather than trying to "walk where Jesus walked," the church uses these days to 

view Christ more particularly in our lives today. Jesus comes to us in our day through the 

reading of scripture, through preaching, through the water of baptism, through the bread and 

wine of communion, and through the prayers.  

Be open to the surprising ways in which Christ is made known to you this week.  

Also look for opportunities to share the gift of his life with others.  

This week concludes with the Three Days:  

¶ Maundy Thursday,  

¶ Good Friday,  

¶ and the Vigil of Easter  

A Festival Celebration of Easter will be held April 8.  

 

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 1, 2012  

Service at 9:30am  

HOLY WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2012  

7pm: Service of Healing and  

Laying on of Hands  

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 2012  

7pm: Service of Holy Communion,  

Foot Washing & Stripping of the Altar  

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 2012  

3-5 pm: Sanctuary will be available for  

meditative prayer and contemplation  

7:00 pm: Service of the Cross  

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 7, 2012  

10-12noon Childrenôs Easter Activities and  

Journey through the story of Easter. There will also be an Easter egg hunt, baking bread for 

Easter Communion, and crafts.  

Looking ahead to  

HOLY WEEK  
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Come and join us as we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord on  Sunday, April 

8, 2012.   We will be offering a variety of worship opportunities as well as activities 

for all ages.  

The Festival Worship of the Resurrection of Our Lord  

9:30am  

Childrenôs Easter Celebration Outside  

Activities for children as we decorate our cross with flowers and celebrate Christ       

victory over death and his promise of our salvation. This will take place before worship!  

 

Easter Breakfast  

Easter Breakfast will be offered in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 am.  

EASTER 2012  
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A blessed New Year to you all, in this year of our Lord, 2012! 

 

Visits to Prisons during the holidaysé. 

 
On New Year's Day 2012, I had the privilege of attending worship services at the rural church located at Andranomadio, 

which is 7 kilometers from Tsiroanomandidy.  This visit provided me with the opportunity to visit with Pastor 

Théodoric, his wife, Voaly, and their three children.  Pastor Doric and Voaly graduated from a regional seminary in June 
2011.  Before attending seminary, they were both involved in the prison ministry in Tana.  Thus they approached the 

prison authorities at Tsiroanomandidy, and now a group of Mpiandry or Shepherds from the Andranomadio               

congregation travel to that prison once a week, providing spiritual nourishment for these inmates. 
 

At the worship service on 1 January 2012, there were 36 baptisms, official greetings of the New Year for Pastor 

Théodoric and family (along with their guest), and Holy Communion.  Needless to say, it was a long service, but       

everyone stays until the blessing is given before the closing prayer. 
 

Pastor Théo gave us this question to ponder in our hearts: "Do we really know the Christ whose birth we celebrated this 

past week?" 
 

On 2 January 2012, I met seven shepherds at the entrance gate of the prison, with all of us entering together.  There are 

currently 100 male in-mates at the Tsiroanomandidy Prison and one female inmate.  The female attended the worship 
service by herself.  Upon talking to her, she indicated that she hadn't done anything wrong, but was still imprisoned one 

month ago.  I didn't ask her what she was accused of committing!!  It appeared to me that ALL 100 male inmates       

attended the service.  Rice was distributed afterwards.  At this service, Pastor Théo shared with the inmates about "those 

who believe and receive Christ having eternal life." 
 

After this worship service, Hasina (my driver) and I began the trip back to Antananarivo, stopping at Miarinarivo en 

route (where his wife and kids were visiting her family).  While there, I visited their local prison (the nurse at the Miari-
narivo Prison was formerly assigned to the prison in Tana, and he is very good at sending reports on time).  There are 

currently 306 men incarcerated there, 24/24, with 45 other prisoners being able to work outside each day, but returning in 

the evenings to sleep.  All the men were awaiting our short visit.  It was sad seeing them sitting there, very respectfully, 

but unable to really be "free" unless they know Jesus as their Savior.  They seemed to be uplifted with our visit, and I 
pray it was beneficial for them.  The women were smaller in number, 18 of them, so are able to roam around their      

uncrowded compound, which, I thought, could have used some cleaning upé digging up weeds, etc. 

 
In the infirmary,  the men were all grouped together, whether they had tuberculosis, a different respiratory illness, or 

something else.  They all breathed and slept together, although they each had their own bed along with wide-open win-

dows which provided fresh air. 
 

The next afternoon, 3 January 2012, I traveled to Tsiafahy, the maximum security prison, along with four shep-

herds.  After showing our entrance passes and a paper about taking photos, we entered the outer corridor where the Mpi-

andry led a worship service for around 25 in-mates.  (We were separated from the in-mates by a corridor in the middle, 
so were unable to actually touch one another). 

 

Upon entering, joyful singing to the Lord was heard from these men.  Dr. Manetsy, who is now studying to become a 
pastor, preached a sermon about cutting down the fig tree which was non-productive and comparing it to our lives of sin, 

needing fertilizer (or God's Word) and also sharing about the fruits of the Spirit.  One of the Mpiandry explained before 

the communal laying on of hands.  When she quietly asked those who wished to have spiritual healing to please kneel,  
 

 

A Message from Missionary Patricia Bentsen  
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Continued from previous page 

every man knelt while she prayed for them, that the Holy Spirit would work among them, cleansing their 

sins, and bringing them new life in Christ.  These men really seem to respect the Mpiandry who visit them 
every Tuesday afternoon.  This was a very moving experience for me. 

 

There are currently over 600 in-mates at this prison, which is where the majority of the political prisoners 

are incarcerated. 
 

On Wednesday morning, I walked to the Antanimora Prison in Tana to attend worship services where the 

"minors", or youth between 13 and 18 years of age are imprisoned. 
Around 60 of the 84 youth attended the worship service.  It was quite an overcast day, and there really isn't 

much for these young men to do during school vacation time.  Twice a week, they are allowed to watch vid-

eos in one of the classrooms, where the school desks/benches are falling apart, so many sit on the 
floor.  There is a basketball court in the main compound, but nobody was playing due to the rainy condi-

tions.  I did take a picture of one game which many Malagasy play (but don't recall the name of it).   

 

Someone informed me that the majority of the youth are imprisoned due to being accomplices to a crime, 
usually a theft.  Rape is another major factor.  A female guard accompanied me to the toilet, then showed me 

where the library is located, although there was a severe lack of books.  She expressed the wish that there 

were more forms of training for these youth, so they'd have an occupation when released and not   return to 
their life of crime on the streets. 

 

Sunday, 8 January 2012, I walked to the Antanimora Prison again, this time for services in the women's 

compound.  After waiting 30 minutes for some Shepherds to appear, I walked home.  Although they did ar-
rive a bit later, I didn't know that at the time and I was very conspicuous just standing there by myself. 

 

Blessings to you and yours! 
Thanks much for your prayers. 

Patricia 
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Holy Trinity Montessori School is hosting  A Night of Nostalgia on         
Saturday, March 3rd  at 7:00 PM.  The Maxwell House Hotel is the place for 

dancing, light fare and an open bar to benefit Holy Trinity Montessori.        

More information and tickets available by clicking HERE!   

 

 

 

 

 

http://nostalgia2012.eventbrite.com/
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Headlines from Holy Trinity Montessori 
 

HTM wishes to express our gratitude to Suzi Sittel who spends her Thursday mornings reading with 

the Primary age children. We LOVE having Suzi join our HTM family and would love for any other 

HTL church members to join our classrooms for volunteer time. Thank you to Suzi. Her time with the 

children is so precious and valuable.  

 

HTM also wishes to express thanks and gratitude to Leslie and Eric Dahl who are working on our A 

Night of Nostalgia event. Leslie and Eric have volunteered their time to support our committee in    

Media Relations. Thank you to Leslie and Eric for all of your hard work!  

 

HTM will begin planning and planting our Spring Gardens in the upcoming months, if you are inter-

ested in having a space or plot, please contact Kate Riley at 779.6309.  

 

HTM is also very proud to announce that we will be adding an Elementary Classroom (Lower Elemen-

tary) next year to serve children grades 1-3. We are amazed at the interest and growth of HTM and we 

are very pleased to be adding such a valuable resource for our educational community.  

 

*lease feel free to come visit or volunteer with the children at HTM, we love having people share their 

talents or interests. If you play an instrument, cook, garden, sew or any other wonderful talent- please 

contact Kate Riley to share your talent with the children at HTM.  

Fieldtrip to the Nashville Zoo 

Working on writing!  

Reading on the playground! 


